My chief object in bringing forward such a hackneyed subject, is to emphasise the necessity of free drainage in these cases.
In my humble opinion, aspiration should only be used as a means of preliminary diagnosis; for I feel very doubtful if we could effect a complete cure by it alone. Also I would raise the point, " Is it necessary to excise a portion of rib or ribs?"?a practice which is universally adopted at some hospitals now. My present idea, from the results of the cases I am quoting from, would lead me to say that I believe it is not necessary, and I think it adds somewhat to the severity of the operation: still, this is only my opinion; and it has been maintained that in children it is a necessity. In In this case I tried a free incision, without inserting any tube. As may be imagined, it was not a success; the wound closed on the surface, and two days later I had to re-open it and put in a drainage tube. The boy was not well until the thirty-fourth day after the operation.
It would be of little interest for me thus to quote the whole forty cases ; I will merely mention the fact, that I could give some of the results of repeated aspirations which it has been my misfortune to meet with, but I will refrain.
